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grandmother, Catherine de' Medici, and entirely brought up
by her,0 and is described on her arrival at Florence as "full
of grace, vivacity, and spirit." She survived her husband,
Ferdinand I, for twenty-seven years, her son, Cosimo II, for
sixteen years, and was appointed by the latter Regent of
Tuscany during the long minority of his son, Ferdinand II.
She was thus the leading social influence at Florence during
the greater part of three reigns and for so long a period as
fifty years. Though not possessed of much ability, she was
a thoroughly good woman, and she completely reformed the
court of Tuscany; henceforth no ground was given for the
fabrication of dark tales of crime such as that which the
atmosphere of the court had afforded in the reigns of Cosimo
I and Francis I; and this one important work done by Chris-
tine of Lorraine, and made permanent through the excellent
bringing up which she gave her son Cosimo II, is sufficient
to render her worthy of the utmost praise. One other thing
Christin'e effected. For by showing herself all that she was
in this respect, she did an important service to one who had
loved her, whom she had loved, and to whom she owed all
her training. For nothing could better vindicate the character
of Catherine de7 Medici than the results which her training
produced in the granddaughter whom she had brought up.
In the portrait of Christine in the Uffizi Gallery, taken a
year or two after her marriage, she wears her court dress
and has her crown by her side; the crown is large and heavily
jewelled, and has, below the Florentine lily, two figures sup-
porting a shield; her dress is of a peculiar shape, the lower
part of the sleeve being removable and fastened with large
buttons to the upper part or cape; and this pattern of dress
is to be seen in several other portraits of ladies of this time
in the Uffizi Gallery. In another portrait of her, taken about
the same time, she wears the same shaped dress, and the
, crown by her side is a small light one having on it only the
Florentine lily. In the case of the Medici, not only each Grand
Duke,6 but each Grand Duchess also, was buried wearing